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President’s Message 

Hey!  What Are Friends For? 
 
Looking Back to the year 2017 it’s fair to say that the Friends are “for” promoting the mission of the 
Hudson Library in every possible way. 
 
In 2017, we contributed $33,100 to the library for materials and programs.  Our support helped to 
purchase books and materials and create new programs for everyone: from acquiring adult, youth and 
children’s DVDs and books, to supporting programs like STEM and amenities like the Brewster Café, the 
Friends have been working hard to make good things possible. 
 
In 2017, we started two new efforts to increase our intake from book sales: online sales and pop-up 
sales.  First, our volunteers started scanning incoming books to sell online, an active and lucrative market 
for many books that has helped increase our regular monthly sales totals.  These are mainly books that 
we would have discarded, such as used textbooks, so the extra cash is all profit 
 
In addition, piggybacking on library programs, we began opening the sale room before and after concerts 
and lectures to take advantage of increased attendance at the library.  Naturally, these extra sales have 
added hundreds of dollars to our gains throughout the year. 
 
Even better, these extra sales helped to introduce the Friends to more library patrons.  Visitors mentioned 
especially that they were glad to have more opportunities to browse and buy, since they were often not 
able to come to the regular sales.  By making ourselves more accessible, we can better serve the Hudson 
community, and we make ourselves better known. 
 
We still need to let more library patrons know who and where we are.  The Friends group has been 
around since 1951, yet many people still have no idea that we exist and what we are “for.”  We’d like to 
increase the ranks of our dedicated volunteers, who work hard behind the scenes to supply and staff the 
sales that serve so many admiring customers. 
 
With this in mind, the year 2018 will focus on publicity and outreach, so that more people will join us in 
our service.  We are planning programs of our own aimed at children, crafters and other groups who 
might provide us with new recruits and new customers.  Overall, we are planning new ways to get out 
the word: the Friends are “for” the Hudson Library and the community it serves. 
‘ 
     I look forward to working with you again this year, 
 
       Dr. Lynn Remly, President 
   
 
 
 

COMMUNICATOR 
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The Friends Find a New Way to Turn Used Books into Profit 

Just when we were thinking there were no other ways to turn our used books into profit, along came a 
new Friends volunteer, Marilyn Orr.  Marilyn’s sister-in-law, Rebecca Reisinger, who is a librarian in 
Seward, Nebraska, told her of a great way to put these books to use by going through an on-line company 
that has a market for them.  This sounded like something we would like to try and it has turned out to be 
more than we hoped.   
 

All the bar codes on the books that are donated to us are scanned on the computer before the sorters put 
them on the shelves.  Those that can be resold on-line are packed up and shipped off to the on-line sales 
company.  As it turns out the books that are most sought after are the very books we discard because 
they do not sell.  These would include text books, classics, foreign language books, religion, some cook 
books, antiquarian books, first editions, books that appeal to crafters (scrap booking, memory books), art 
and travel (travel guides), special interest books (sailing), VHS, Beta and CD movies, music CDs (no 
cassettes), books on CD and library discards.  We do not determine the quality or condition of the books 
we send. Do you have anything in any of these categories that is gathering dust on your shelves?  We 
receive a profit of 42% on everything we send that sells. 
 

We are always reaching out for donations and suggest that the next time you are doing spring house 
cleaning, downsizing to move, or have books you would otherwise put in a garage sale, think of the 
Friends.   
 

We value the diversity of the wonderful donations we receive from the Hudson community.  We do not 
send current adult books or children’s books and in no way deplete our shelves as we make sure we have 
a good selection for your reading pleasure.  
 

At the present time we have Marilyn and two other Friends volunteers who are scanning books.  We send 
two to three boxes of books each week which bring in $500 to $600 per month. This effort was begun in 
January of this year and to date has brought in a clear profit of $3,000.  Thank you  Marilyn’s sister-in-law 
and Marilyn for presenting this idea to our Board and for running with it ever since. 
 

We also want to put in a bid for volunteers to join the Friends in our quest to help the Hudson Library & 
Historical Society be the best there is offering you a wonderful facility, materials for all your needs and 
programs for all ages.  

******* 

Trustees  
Dr. Lynn Remly, President 
Beverly Dorson, Secretary 
Mary Keidel, Treasurer 
Eunice Friedman, Book Sales 
Beverly Dorson, Book Sorters 
Nancy Nightingale, At-Large 
Marilyn Orr, At-Large 
Karin Hensel, Membership 
Nancy Kolodgy, Publicity 

 
The Friends Board meets on the second Thursday of 
each month.  Officers are elected at the annual meeting 
which is held the second Thursday in November at 
9:30am in the Laurel Lake Room located on the first floor 
of the Hudson Library.  The annual meeting is open to 
the public and nominations are welcome from the floor. 
Trustees serve  a two-year term. 

 
 
Children’s Summer Reading Program   $      3,500.00 
Perry Noe STEM Grant 1,000.00 
Adult Programming 3,000.00 
Adult DVDs 10,000.00 
Adult Fiction 4,500.00 
Adult Non-Fiction 1,000.00 
Adult Code Project 2,500.00 
Adult Large Print 5,500.00 
Juvenile Fiction 500.00 
Children’s Books 1,000.00 
Brewster Café Support 600.00 
 
TOTAL 2017 GRANTS                       $  33,100.00 

2017 FRIENDS GRANTS  

TO THE HUDSON LIBRARY 


