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June 27, 2017 

 

 

 

Resolution Index 

 

 

#2017-031 Approval of the May 22, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

#2017-032 Approval of May Financial Statements 

1. Payouts in May for the General, Special, Capital Replacement, and Brewster 

Café Funds in the amount of $269,371.72 

2. Donations in May in the amount of $3,000.00 
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June 27, 2017 
 

Minutes 

 

The regularly-scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees of The Hudson Library and Historical 

Society was called to order at 7:02 pm on Monday, June 27, 2017 in the North Flood Room of The 

Hudson Library and Historical Society by President Basil Musnuff. 

 

President Basil Musnuff directed the Secretary of the Board to call the Roll. 

 

TRUSTEES PRESENT AT ROLL CALL: 

Mr. Kabir Bhatia - y 

Mrs. Elizabeth Franklin – y  

Dr. Denise Gibson – n   

Ms. Lesley Hoover – y 

Ms. Melissa Monaco – n 

Mr. Basil Musnuff – y  

Mr.  Ron Stolle – y 

Mrs. Anne Suntken – y 

Mrs. Carleen Welch – y 

 

OFFICIALS AND OTHERS PRESENT AT ROLL CALL:

Ms. Leslie Polott, Executive Director – y  

Ms. Molly Pandelli, Fiscal Officer – n 

Ms. Marylyn Galganski, Head of IT – n 

Mrs. Ellen Smith, Assistant Director – y

Mrs. Laura Braho, Deputy Fiscal Officer/Board Secretary – y 

 

VISITORS: 

Ms. Barbara Bos, Hudson League of Women Voters 

 

Minutes 

Resolution #2017-031:  Mr. Stolle made the motion to approve the minutes of the May 22, 2017 

regular meeting of the Board. Mrs. Suntken seconded, and they were approved by unanimous voice 

vote. 

 

Finance Committee 

A. Fiscal Officer’s Report 

 

1. May Financial Statements 

a. Payouts for the General, Special, Capital Replacement, and Brewster Café Funds in the 

amount of $269,391.72 
b. Donations in the amount of $3,000.00 
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Mrs. Braho noted donations from the Otto family for Adult large print, Children’s fiction, and periodical 

materials.  The Franklin family donated $2,000.00 toward a new microfilm machine in the Archives.  

Mrs. Braho noted that the Library received three quotes for CPA services to review the 990 and 

financial statements.  Julian & Grube, Inc. submitted the most competitive rate and will be contracted 

for services.  Mr. Stolle requested a copy of their proposal be sent to the Finance Committee.  

 

Resolution #2017-032: Mr. Stolle made the motion to approve the May Financial Statements.  Mrs. 

Suntken seconded, and it was approved by unanimous voice vote.    

 

Director’s Report  

Ms. Polott noted that the PLF will be voted on tomorrow.  She also passed out a handout showing that 

Friday circulation is up and down but on an upward progression.  Mr. Bhatia would like a comparison 

of what the circulation is Monday through Thursday and also on weekends.  Ms. Polott shared that the 

Library is applying for another $4,999 LSTA grant to preserve the Lincoln Ellsworth tusk.  Mr. Ellsworth 

was a famous polar explorer and the only Hudsonite to ever have their picture on a US postal stamp.  

The tusk is currently splitting and cracking from age.  The tusk will be taken to ICA in Cleveland to be 

assessed for the cost of preservation.  Ms. Welch inquired how the Library chooses which items to 

preserve next.  The Library makes determinations regarding preservation priorities based in the 

Archivist’s recommendation.  In regard to applying for the current LSTA grant, Ms. Polott responded 

that the paper conservatory has recently left ICA, so she has looked at other materials that wouldn’t 

require a paper conservation.  Ms. Hoover asked for a list of items that are being considered for 

future preservation so that Endowment Committee can discuss about how they can possibly assist 

with funding.  Ms. Polott stated that all items are donated, but everything that is accepted must have 

some connection to Hudson. 

 

Mr. Stolle asked if there was an architectural rendering of the library annex that was discussed in the 

City of Hudson’s Planning Committee meeting.  Ms. Polott explained that the architects are currently 

working on two separate projects.  One is the Creativity Lab on the second floor of the Library which 

has been in development for several years based on feedback from strategic planning process as well 

as trends in Library services.  The second project is in response to pressure from the City of Hudson’s 

plans for Phase 2 development.  At this point, the design is merely a footprint created to preserve the 

Library’s land for possible development at a future date.  Last year, the City of Hudson had a drawing 

with a building on our property and we respectfully asked them to remove it.  This current action is 

merely to notify the City of Hudson of our future intent to possibly to develop our property. Mr. Stolle 

asked that the Board receive a copy of the plans and he also stated that he feels a Capital Committee 

should be formed and involved in the decision-making.  Mrs. Welch stated that the entire Board was 

involved in the building of the main Library and it is redundant to form another committee.  Mr. Stolle 

stated that the entire Board was not aware of a proposal being presented.  Ms. Polott explained that 

Mr. Musnuff was also present at the meeting representing the Board, and it was very preliminary and 

only intended to preserve the Library’s rights. 
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Endowment Committee 

Ms. Hoover reported that the committee did a preliminary brainstorming of how to recognize past 

donors.  The committee also got a better understanding of the current donation recognition process.  

They will initially be sending out a survey to past Board members to ask them what inspired them to 

become a Board member and how we can retain involvement with them.  They also had a preliminary 

conversation about the mission statement of the Endowment Committee that will require further 

discussion.   

 

Other Business 

Mr. Stolle stated that the HOME Committee meeting was canceled again.  The next meeting will be 

held on July 19 at a location yet to be determined.  Its focus will be on opiate addiction.  Ms. Polott will 

be speaking about the Library’s involvement.  Ms. Polott explained that as an information entity, the 

Library will be increasing collections regarding addiction, showing a film previewed at the Sundance 

Festival, holding a panel discussion, and possibly hosting an exhibit called Hidden in Plain Sight meant 

to show warning signs of addiction in a child’s room.  It is not yet determined if the meeting will be 

open to the public. 

 

Mr. Musnuff stated that the Board will make every effort to facilitate a smooth transition during Mrs. 

Braho’s maternity leave starting sometime in early October.   

 

Mr. Musnuff, Ms. Polott and Mrs. Smith attended last night’s meeting with the City of Hudson 

regarding downtown development.  The next meeting will be July 24.  Mrs. Suntken asked since Mr. 

Stolle is on the Planning Commission will he have to recuse himself if any Library decisions are made.  

Mr. Stolle stated that he would.  

 

Ms. Polott stated she attended the City of Hudson’s Parking Committee meeting this morning.  They 

discussed the current parking situation and how the Downtown Development may affect parking.  

Local businesses stated the newly enforced two-hour parking limit combined with construction are 

really impacting their sales.   

 

The next Board meeting will be July 12 at 7pm, and the Board will need to approve the Pro Forma 

Budget.  Mr. Musnuff stated he will not be able to attend, so Vice President Gibson will chair the 

meeting.  The Finance Committee will meet July 12 at 6pm.  The budget must be submitted by July 18. 

 

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm. 

 

Respectively Submitted, 

 

Mr. Musnuff, President    Mrs. Braho, Secretary  

Board of Trustees     Board of Trustees 


