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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES  |  MARCH 27, 2017   

 

Attendees 

Board Library Administration 

x Denise Gibson (Co-Chair) x Molly Pandelli, Financial Officer 

x Lesley Hoover (Co-Chair) x E. Leslie Polott, Executive Director 

x Kabir Bhatia x Ellen Smith, Assistant Director 

x Basil Musnuff (Board Chair)   

Other 

  x Pat Simons - League of Women Voters Hudson   

 

Minutes 

1. 
Welcome to Kabir Bhatia and Lesley Hoover, newly-elected trustees in attendance. All present 
were invited to briefly share their interests in serving on the Endowment Committee. 

2. 

As requested, staff presented an overview of donations and donors to the library over the past 
year to provide a baseline for all committee members. The donation report compiled by Molly was 
reviewed. The committee expressed interest in stewarding donors by making thank you phone 
calls/sending thank you notes to donors as appropriate. Lesley Hoover suggested the possibility of 
conducting a survey of donors to learn more about their preferences for recognition, 
communication, etc.   

3. 

The committee began a discussion of ways to recognize donors and foster a culture of 
philanthropy beyond listing in the Library’s Annual Report. Options for a Donor Wall inside and/or 
outside the Library were explored. The committee discussed possible opportunities via a permanent 
wall display or a video projection feature.  Leslie Polott identified available wall space on the first 
floor of the library, near the elevator. We will brainstorm further and discuss with the committee and 
then bring recommendations to the full board. 

4. 

Basil Musnuff debriefed his meeting in February with Nicole Alverson of the Hudson Chamber of 
Commerce regarding a Business Outreach Initiative. The committee discussed the contacts she 
recommended and brainstormed a handful of prominent business owners/leaders to include in 
plans for outreach.  Basil suggested that we invite a small number of business owner/leaders to 
jointly plan future events.  Leslie and Molly shared programming ideas that other libraries have tried 
to engage their business community.   

5. 

Denise Gibson reflected on her experiences with special event fundraisers at the library and 
introduced the idea of a Mad Hatter themed Tea Party for families this year. Goals: to secure 
philanthropic contributions, put the remaining commemorative wood blocks to good use – perhaps 
as a party favor, to increase visibility of the newly renovated children’s room, and engage young 
patrons in a fundraising event. 

 6. 
Next Endowment Committee Meeting set for April 24th at 6:00 p.m. in the Kanter Room (prior to 
the board meeting). The committee will explore other possible meeting times for future meetings, 
perhaps on a separate day from board meetings.   
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