
Endowment Committee Meeting of October 24, 2016 

MINUTES 

The Endowment Committee convened in the Kanter Room of the Hudson Library & Historical Society on 

October 24, 2016 at 6pm. 

Board Members Present 

Mr. Basil Musnuff (Chairman), Ms. Nancy Rufus, Dr. Denise Gibson, Ms. Anne Suntken, Ms. Donna 

Studniarz.  

Officials and Others Present 

Ms. E. Leslie Polott, Executive Director; Ms. Molly Pandelli, Financial Officer; Ms. Ellen Smith, Assistant 

Director. 

 

The Committee discussed plans for the upcoming fundraising party to celebrate the grand re-opening of 

the Children’s Room following the renovation project currently underway. 

The Committee discussed sponsorships that have been secured for the Welcome to Wonderland event. 

A few potential donors were targeted to reach out to between now and the event to follow up on 

previous inquiries.  

Ms. Pandelli provided an update on ticket sales.   

The Committee discussed the 10/18/17 walk through of the event space with Paula from Hudson’s 

Catering.  During the walk through, the layout of tables, the bar, and food serving stations was decided 

upon, as well as the spot for photo opportunities.  Paula offered many helpful suggestions for day-of-

event logistics, which the committee discussed in great detail. 

Ms. Smith shared a number of ideas she has been pursuing for decorations at the Welcome to 
Wonderland Event.  Teapots will be used as centerpieces with playing cards strewn around them to 
provide contrast with the table clothes.   
 
The Committee had contemplated having a photo booth on hand so that guests can take wacky photos 
during the event.  The Committee determined that the benefit of having a photo booth did not justify 
the cost, but it still seemed desirable to offer a way for people to commemorate their experience at the 
event.  Ms. Smith suggested that the Library’s selfie sticks be utilized so people could use their own 
phones to take their own photos of themselves.  This solution was adopted by the committee because it 
resolved the issue while also promoting to our patrons that the Library has selfie sticks available for 
loan.   
 
The Committee also discussed the 50/50 Raffle to be conducted during the Welcome to Wonderland 
event as an additional method of raising funds.  Other methods were discussed, but no others were 
adopted by the committee to be pursued. 



Mr. Musnuff had prepared a draft of a press release to announce that the Library would be offering the 
Cat’s Meow Commemorative woodblocks for sale.  The Committee reviewed the draft, suggested 
substantive and stylistic revisions, and then approved the press release as revised. 
 
The Meeting was adjourned. 
 
The Endowment will have one more formal meeting before the Wonderland Event.  It will be held on 
November 7, 2016 at 6pm in the Kanter Room.   
 


