
Endowment Committee Meeting of January 23, 2017 

MINUTES 

The Endowment Committee convened in the Kanter Room of the Hudson Library & Historical Society on 

January 23, 2017 at 6pm. 

Board Members Present 

Mr. Basil Musnuff (Chairman), Ms. Nancy Rufus, Dr. Denise Gibson, Ms. Anne Suntken, Ms. Donna 

Studniarz.  

Officials and Others Present 

Ms. E. Leslie Polott, Executive Director; Ms. Ellen Smith, Assistant Director, Ms. Marylyn Stanko, 

Information and Technology Director. 

1. The Committee discussed strategies for developing major gifts and endowments.  The Chair 

noted that the Committee has been successful in holding a recent fundraising event which helps 

develops good will in the community, but observed that the amount of money raised is 

somewhat limited by the nature of the event.  In order to raise greater sums of money for the 

library, the Committee discussed ideas for seeking larger sums of money through major gifts or 

through estate planning.  The community has a few significant assisted living facilities to which 

the Library provides excellent service, and residents may b looking for non-profit organizations 

to remember in their wills.   

 

Ms. Studniarz suggested that the first step in any such effort should be to lay the infrastructure 

by refining the Library’s “marketing materials” so that people looking up the Library could access 

adequate and attractive materials.  It was suggested that many lawyers and estate planners turn 

to the Foundation Center Information Network as a reference for charitable giving, so we ought 

to make sure that the library has a strong presence on the site.  

 

The Committee noted that there are a number of estate planning professionals in the Hudson 

community and that it would be advantageous to consult with a few to get their thoughts on 

pursuing major gifts.  Mr. Musnuff will contact a few of his connections. 

 

2. The Committee also discussed the Local Business Outreach Initiative.  When this was presented 

to the Board in the last committee report, it was suggested that the Committee start the project 

by meeting with the Hudson Chamber of Commerce to get their ideas for how the Library can 

serve the business committee.  The Committee approved this recommendation.  Mr. Musnuff 

will contact the head of the Hudson Chamber of Commerce to set a meeting and will then 

advice the committee members of the date/time/location so that members may participate fi 

they would care to.   



3. Ms. Pollott asked the Committee to consider a proposal for the use of the $10,500 raised by the 

Welcome for Wonderland Event.  The proposal calls for the purchase of picture books, 123 

Readers, Board Books, STEM Kits, Fiction books, non-fiction books, Tween Books, and 

Programming for the Children’s Room.  The Committee accepted the proposal and will present it 

to the Board for authority to spend the funds in this manner.  The Meeting was adjourned.   

The Meeting was adjourned. 

 


